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14. Machetes pugnax (Linn.).

A female. " Bill black ; feet yellowish brown ; iris

brown."

This bird was shot on the mud of an irrigated field.

15. TOTANUS CANESCENS (Gm.).

No. o, ? . Lahej, October 25th, 1897. "Bill black; feet

greenish grey ; iris brown."

This bird was found feeding in the mud of an irrigated

field along with other Waders.

16. Dafila ACUTA (Linn.) ; Salvad. Cat. B. Brit. Mus.

xxvii. p. 270.

Two females. " Base of bill grey ; feet and toes grey,

webs black ; iris dark brown.''

XXXIV.

—

On the final Collections of Birds made by Mr.

Alexander Whyte, F.Z.S., in Nyasaland. By Captain

G. E. Shelley, F.Z.S. With Prefatory Remarks by

P. L. ScLATER, M.A., Ph.D., E.R.S.

I. Prefatory Remarks, by P. L, S.

[The present paper contains Capt. Shelley's list of the species

represented in the final collections made by Mr. Whyte for

Sir Harry Johnston in Nyasaland, previously to his return

home last year. The specimens, altogether 264 in number,

are referred by Capt. Shelley to 132 species. Of these none

are new to science, but 24 are additional to the species already

recorded in Capt. Shelley's previous papers on Mr. Whyte's

birds."^

* The titles of these papers are as follows :

—

(1) List of Birds collected by Mr. Alexander Whyte, F.Z.S., in

Nyasaland. By Captain G. E. Shelley, F.Z.S., with a Preface by

P. L. ScLATER. Ibis, 1893, p. 1, pis. i.-iii.

[Keport on 430 specimens, referred to 134 species, of which 12 were

described as new.]

(2) Second List of Birds collected by Mr. Alexander Whyte, F.Z.S., in

Nyasaland. By Captain G. E. Shelley, F.Z.S. Ibis, 1894, p. 1,

pis. i., ii,

[Report on 1030 specimens, referred to 205 species. Of these 9 were

new, and 102 were not represented in the &st collection.]
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As will be seen by the localities in Capt. Shelley's list,

which are always noted, the greater number of the speci-

mens in the present series were obtained on Mount Zomba
or in the immediate vicinity. But it also embraces the

collection formed by Mr. Whyte during an excursion which

he made to Mount Mlosa, to the west of Zomba, in November

and December 1896, concerning which Mr. Whyte has

kindly supplied me with the following particulars :

—

"I started on a collecting-trip to Mount Mlosa on the 9th

Nov. 1896, and spent ten days on the range on that

occasion. Finding the plateau more than usually interesting,

I revisited it a month later, and procured a second and good

collection of such plants as were not in bloom during my
first visit, as also additional specimens of mammals, birds,

and other animals.

" Mount Mlosa is a well-defined, imposing, and precipit-

ous mountain, separated from Mount Zomba by the deep

gorge and valley of the Domasi river. At the lower end of

this gorge is situated the Domasi Mission Station of the

Church of Scotland, where many of the Europeans of the

Shire Highlands have had their health restored, under the

kind treatment and uursiug of the Rev. Dr. Henry and

Mrs. Scott.

"This mountain (Mlosa) is really a continuation of the

range of hills which commences near to Fort Johnston,

and running nearly parallel with the course of the Upper
Shire river, culminates in Mount Zomba at its southern

extremity. The height of its plateau is about the same as that

(3) Third List of Birds collected by Mr. Alexander Whyte, F.Z.S., in

Nyasaland. By Captain G. E. Shelley, F.Z.S. Ibis, 1894,

p. 461, pi. xii.

[Report on several collections containing examples of 100 species. Of
these one {Agapornis liliana) was new and 44 were additions to the Nyasa-

land list.]

(4) On a Collection of Birds from Monnt Chiradzulu, in the Shir6

Highlands, Nyasaland. By Captain G. E. Shelley, F.Z.S.

With Prefatory Remarks by P. L. Sclater. Ibis, 1896, p. 177,

pi. iv.

[Report on 40 specimens from Mount Chiradzulu, referable to 27

species, of which 3 were new to science.]
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of MoTint Zomba, from 5500 to G500 ft. above the sea-level,

with an average temperature, at my upper camp, of 72° F.

during the day and 60° F. at night. During the cold months.

May, June, and July, it must fall much below this, as I learned

that severe frosts and even ice were occasionally experienced

there. The scenery on the plateau is very fine, and the

valleys are heavily wooded, much more so than is the case

on the Zomba Plateau. These virgin forests, of from 2000

to 3000 acres in extent, will form a most valuable timber

reserve, now that good-sized building trees are becoming

scarce around Zomba. The transport too will be comparatively

easy, as the railway of the future will skirt the base of this

mountain on its way to the Upper Shire.

'• The surface of the plateau is, roughly speaking, basin-

shaped, and is divided into two almost equal sections by a

deep, heavily-wooded valley. The rolling downs on both

sides are well covered with fine, short, sweet grass, and there

is an absence of the fern and scrub so characteristic of

parts of the Zomba Plateau. Wild plants were blooming in

profusion, and now and again we came across dells of

buttercups, helichrysums, and orchids. Mount Mlosa is

extremely well watered, and is a perfect grazing country,

where great numbers of stock could be raised.

" As to the fauna and flora, I was agreeably surprised to

find them of much more interest than I had expected.

From the mountain's proximity to Mount Zomba, I naturally

supposed they would prove to be almost duplicates of that

mountain. I discovered, however, numbers of plants which

1 had not met with before, and over a dozen birds new to

me, including a hue Wood-Pigeon and two Quails, besides

several small mammals. Large game-animals were almost

wanting, the Bush-buck {Traffelaphus),iormer]j so numerous

on the mountains, having been almost exterminated by the

formidable wild dogs [Lycaon jActus), which hunt their prey

in flocks and are very fierce and destructive."

As will be seen by reference to Capt. Shelley's list,

examples of 47 species of birds were obtained during tiiis

expedition.

—

V. L. S.]
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II. List of the Species^ by G. E. S.

In the following list of the species represented in

Mr. Whyte's collection the localities are added, and

references are given to the pages of the ' Birds of Africa
'

where the name is mentioned.

Name.
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Name.
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